ORIGINAL   INTRODUCTION     S    S    -*'

As these letters, with a few reflections on them, may give
those that have not leisure to turn over large volumes, just notions
of the grounds of King Henry the Eighth's divorce, and arm them
against the calumnies of the papists on that subject, I shall give
you a faithful copy of them from the originals, now preserved in
the Vatican library where they are usually shewn to all strangers,
and a true translation of those that were written in French, introduc-
ing them with a short view of the most remarkable transactions
which preceded, and gave occasion to them. To which end, it
may first be observed that, in King Henry the Seventh's time, his
eldest son, Prince Arthur, being1 past fifteen years of age, was
married to the Princess Catherine of Spain, who was elder than
himself; that they lived together as man and wife for several
months, and then, Prince Arthur dying,2 it was resolved, for
reasons of state, that Prince Henry should marry his brother's
widow. This was opposed by Warham, archbishop of Canterbury,
as absolutely unlawful, but advised by Fox, bishop of Winchester,
who thought all difficulties would be removed by a dispensation,
from Rome ; accordingly a bull was obtained3 to that effect, and
they were married, the prince being yet under age. But Wareham
had so possessed the king with scruples against this marriage,
that, the day4 on which the prince was of age, he, by his father's
order, protested against it, as null and void ; and Henry the
Seventh, with his dying breath, persisted in charging his son to
break it off intirely. However, when Henry the Eighth came to
the crown, It was resolved in council, that he should renew his
marriage ; which was done7> publickly, and he had several children
by the queen, who all died young, except the Lady Mary. 6

After this there appeared no farther disquiet in the king's
mind, nor any sign of an intended divorce, till the year 15 24, when
Cardinal Wolsey, by his legantine mandate, published a bull of
the pope's against those that contracted marriage within the for-
bidden degrees. This mandate is yet extant in the register of

1 November 14, 1501.                * June 22, 1505.

2 April 2, 1502.                         5 June 3, 1509.

3 December 26, 1503.                c Afterwards Queen of England.
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